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INTRO

There is a specific kind of confidence that doesn't come from

experience.

It comes from staying exactly where you are and deciding

that this is enough to judge the rest of the planet.

You don't need a map.
You don't need a visa.

You definitely don't need a passport.
You have opinions.
This book lives in that space.

Not the space of facts.
Not the space of research.

Not even the space of arguments.

It lives in the everyday moments where culture trips over

itself, stands up too fast, and insists it meant to do that.
You already know these moments.

» The moment someone explains the world to you without
ever having left their zip code.
» The moment certainty replaces curiosity because curiosity

would require effort.



» The moment pride fills the gap where context should have

been.
This is not a book about one country.
It just happens that some countries are louder about it.

Cultural absurdity is not a bug.
It's a feature.
It's what happens when identity becomes a performance and

self-reflection is seen as optional.

We are surrounded by people who feel deeply connected to

ideas they have never tested.

* Freedom they have never compared.
» Systems they have never questioned.
 Traditions they inherited and never opened to see what's

inside.

Patriotism, belief, pride, loyalty, superiority—none of these

are inherently ridiculous.
They become ridiculous when they are loud and unexamined.

When they turn into slogans.
When they replace thinking.
When they stop being feelings and start being shields.



This book doesn’t attack.

It observes.

It sits in the corner of the room while culture explains itself

loudly, incorrectly, and with great confidence.

« It watches people confuse familiarity with truth.
« It listens to certainty delivered at maximum volume.
« It notices how often “I've never been there" is followed by

“but | know exactly how it is.”
You will recognize yourself here.

That is not a threat.

That is a guarantee.

Because cultural absurdity is democratic.
It doesn't care where you're from.

It only cares how sure you are.

The more certain someone sounds, the more interesting the

contradiction usually is.
This book is not here to educate you.

It assumes you already know better.

Or at least suspect you might.



It is here to linger.
To stay uncomfortably long in moments everyone else
rushes past.

To stretch them just enough that the shape becomes visible.

e The logic that collapses under its own confidence.
» The pride that grows stronger the less it has seen.
» The worldview built entirely on “l heard” and “everyone

knows."
You will not find solutions here.

You will not find lessons.

You will not find hope.
You will find recognition.

The kind that makes you laugh first.
And then pause.
And then think, very briefly, before moving on and

pretending you didn't.

Because culture doesn't usually fall apart in dramatic

moments.

It does it quietly.
Casually.

In sentences that sound normal until you stop and listen.



This book stops and listens.

Now let's begin.



Chapter 1-Patriotism Without a
Passport

There is a special kind of national pride that requires no

luggage.

No adapters.
No vaccines.

No awkward conversations with border control.
It is a pride that thrives indoors.

According to surveys, roughly forty percent of Americans
have never owned a passport.
They have never left the country.

They have never needed to.
This fact is usually delivered defensively, not apologetically.

As if travel were a hobby.
Like kayaking.
Or fermenting cabbage.

» "Why would | go anywhere else?"
 "Everything | need is right here.”

e "The rest of the world comes here anyway."”

This is not ignorance.

Ignorance implies a lack of information.



This is confidence without exposure.

It is the belief that comparison is unnecessary when you

already know the outcome.

Patriotism, in this form, is not about love.

It is about default settings.

You are born somewhere.
You stay there.
You decide that this was clearly the best option available to

humanity.

» The food is the best.
e The system is the best.

e The way of life is the best.

Not because you checked.

Because you arrived first.

A passport, in this worldview, is not a document.

Itis a risk.
It introduces variables.

It suggests that maybe—just maybe—things could be
different elsewhere.

Not better.

Just different.



And difference is uncomfortable.
Because difference requires recalibration.

When you leave your country, even briefly, strange things

happen.

You notice that:
» Other people also have normal lives.
 Other systems function without collapsing.

» Other countries did not wait for your approval to exist.
This creates problems.

It weakens the narrative.

It complicates the story.
Patriotism works best in a sealed environment.

A place where:
e News is domestic.
» Measurements are unique.

» Maps quietly minimize everything else.

You can love your country deeply and still want to see

others.
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